There is a great saving in nurses' time and temper. Instead of tedious attention to the drip rate and time-consuming alteration of the concentration of synthetic oxytocin in the infusion bottle, all that is required is a light pressure of the syringe plunger once every quarter of an hour. The very simplicity of the method enables the concentration to be increased expeditiously and the optimal strength attained early.
The apparatus is inexpensive and it is rarely necessary to use more than one litre of 5 % dextrose. The amount of synthetic oxytocin can readily be varied. The example given above is for the induction of labour before or after amniotomy, but in the case of uterine inertia, exactly the same method can be used with 5 or 10 units in the charging syringe.
The principle that must be followed at all times is that the infusion is titrated against the strength of uterine contractions. It Some time ago one of us submitted to you the manuscript of a paper representing the results of a considerably larger survey of profile screening in general practice than that reported by Professor Whitehead and his colleaeues, and which vou decided you were unable to publish. This work, while obviously carried out in a hospital laboratory, had the merit of having been conceived and assessed by the general practitioner concerned, and we feel therefore that the views set out in it perhaps reflect better the impact of profile screening on general practice, than those of Professor Whitehead and his-to use your own term-enthusiastic colleagues. In brief, we are of the opinion that while there may be some benefit to the general practitioner from having available to him profile screening facilities, such benefit varies a great deal, depending upon the accuracy of the normal range of values which is accepted and the practical difficulties of the time that has to be spent in the investigation and follow-up of abnormalities suggested bv the results of the profile screening tests. There are also problems of prompt communication of results and prompt collection of specimens,
